
Qā'idatul Jihād in the Arabian Peninsula  | 6564 |  INSPIRE #17  |  Al-Malahem Media  |  2017

Trains are one of the most modern and important means of  
transportation. Its history began in the 19th century and has ever since  
revolutionized the transportation system. The very first rails were laid 
down in Britain, which brought with it the great industrial revolu-
tion that has had a great impact on our civilization as a whole. As a 

result of this new reality - emergence of the train - there was great interconnec-
tion across the globe; long distances now seemed shorter. It was a stimulus for  
industries, cultures and general transportation of people, both in Europe and America.  
Therefore, trains became the most important means of transportation for  
passengers and freight.  

Train Derail 
OperatiOns

lone Jihad Guidance Team
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During the industrial revolution, factories in 
Great Britain needed an efficient means of 
transportation to cater for their bulky loads. 
And so trains were seen as the best choice to 
transport raw materials extracted from remote 
regions into factories - within the shortest time  
possible. Railways extended increasingly  
beyond the British boarders to respond to the 
needs of their huge growing factories. And 
with it grew its urge to acquire the resources of 
other nations. Because of this, Britain invaded 
many nations, occupying them and establishing  
colonies in Africa and Asia. Thus, the                        
super powers were expanding, developing and  
nourishing from the blood and resources of the 
poor people.

A similar scenario was going on in America, 
railways connected the Eastern states to the 
Western states after long decades of isolation. 
The Anglo-Saxon settlers benefitted from the 
new means of transportation, and were able 
to reach remote territories inhabited by the                          
indigenous America people. And so this  
development affected them tremendously.  
Railways empowered the strong and made them 
stronger, who then thrived and nourished their 
lives by devouring upon the poor. For example, 
the Anglo-Saxon community in America killed 
around 40 million bison, not mainly because 
of the meat or hide but so as to deprive the  
indigenous communities from a main source 
of food. What was important for them was the 
survival of their race. So the livelihood of the  
indigenous was destroyed because of the  
immergence of this means of transport - trains. 
Today, this image recurs itself across the 
globe and in a much greater proportion. Trains 
are among the means of transportation that  
interconnect the world, paving way for new  
settlers to enter into Islamic Lands and other 
countries. This article will focus on America, 
Britain and France.    

Trains are considered to be the primary trans-
portation means in some countries. Apart 
from being used to transport passengers, great  
industrial countries depended on trains to 
transport various goods, products, agricultural 
harvests and raw materials.  

Trains are categorized according to their area of 
work. They are divided into three main catego-
ries: 

 ▶ Urban raiL transit: Trains, which  
provide passenger services within cities - 
such as the subway metro.

 ▶ regionaL trains: Connect outskirts 
with neighboring cities.

 ▶ inter-city trains: Traveling long  
distances between regions and cities.

These types of trains are used in most  
countries around the world. In America, 50% of 
freight - an estimate of 2000 metric tons - is 
transported by trains across American  
cities on a daily a bases. 75% of the passengers 
living in the outskirts use regional trains, an  
indication that it is among the most favorable 
means of transport for them. Railways extend 
across America, and there are 10,000 daily 
express trains operating throughout the coun-
try transporting different loads and freights.  
Therefore, 95% of trains' economic income 
come from freight transportation not passen-
gers. Most railways and train movement are 
concentrated in the Eastern states, where the 
population density is too high. And on a daily 
bases, over 3.5 million U.S. passengers use train 
transportation.   

In Britain, 2 million people board 15,000 trains 
across the kingdom, daily. And in London, 
there are 7 main train stations. Trains in France  
are distinguished for their high speed and  
modern trains, the length of the railways and 
overcrowded train stations. France is consid-
ered as a central point for West Europe train 
networks that interconnect throughout Europe. 
Thus Paris is considered as a central point for 
the French train network. 

These few statistics that we have mentioned 
above give us an overview on how these  
countries are dependent on such means of 
transportations. And how the economy of these  
countries are directly dependent on the secu-
rity of these transportation means. We also 
have freight trains that transport millions of 
tons of goods, industrial products, agricultural  
harvests and raw materials. It is because of this 
that trains are referred to as the life-blood for 
the economy of industrial countries, such as 
America. Freight trains are classified as either 
local or International.

Large populations in big cities led to the  
necessity of passenger trains, so as to cater for 
their transportation needs - such as the subway  

metro that is found in most major  
cities. Populations in cities like New York,  
London and Paris use the subway metro as the 
main means of transportation, mainly because 
of the high traffic in roads, its safety and low 
travel cost.

What we have mentioned above with regards 
to different type of trains with regards to its 
uses and importance, it shows us that there is a  
permanent link between trains and civil life. 
And so the question arises  ... 

Can the local security mechanism in place in 
these countries protect their trains? 

Can they protect all the different types of trains? 

We will leave the answer to GAO's  
Testimony before the Committee on  
Commerce, Science and Transportation, U.S. 
Senate: "The size and diversity of the freight rail 
system make it difficult to Adequately secure. 
The freight rail system’s extensive infrastruc-
ture Crisscrosses the nation and extends be-
yond our borders to move millions of tons of 
freight each day. There are over 100,000 miles 
of rail in the United States. The extensiveness 
of the infrastructure creates an infinite number 
of targets for terrorists. "

The Committee goes on to mention: "Protect-
ing freight rail assets from attack is made more 
difficult because of the tremendous variety of 
freight hauled by railroads. For example, rail-
roads carry freight as diverse as dry bulk (grain) 
and hazardous materials. The transport of  
hazardous materials is of particular concern  
because serious incidents involving these  
materials have the potential to cause widespread 
disruption or injury. In 2001, over 83 million 
tons of hazardous materials were shipped by 
rail in the United States across the rail network, 
which extends through every major city as well 
as thousands of small communities."

They recognize that they cannot complete-
ly stop the threat, they say: "Risk manage-
ment principles acknowledge that while risk  
cannot be eliminated, enhancing protection 
from known or potential threats can help reduce 
it."

And so we find that it is difficult for them to 
protect the rail system. And if that is so, then 
how can we target the rail system? And which 

part of it can be targeted?

Trains can be targeted in three areas;  

1. Directly targeting the wagon, either from in-
side or from outside. 

2. The second one is targeting the rail itself so 
as to derail the train. 

3. The third one is targeting train stations, 
this is because they are always crowded and 
cause major interruption towards the trans-
portation system. 

This issue will discuss targeting a train using the 
second method i.e. by derailing the train from 
its tracks. This operations can be performed by 
a single person multiple times. We will explain 
to you how to make a derail tool and show you 
the best way of using it in the field. And give 
you suggestions on the best timing and place to 
use it.

America's railroads are estimated to be a 1/3 
of the world's railway. So how can they pro-
tect 240,000 km of railroad ... it is practically  
impossible.  The same goes to Britain, tih 18,500 
km and France, with 29,473 km.

It is a daunting and almost impossible task to 
protect the long railroad length, and yet one of 
the easiest to target. That may result to great 
damage and destruction on different levels.

O Mujahideen, it is time that we instill fear and 
make them impose strict security measures to 
trains as they did with their Air transportation. 
Continue to bleed the American economy to 
more losses, increase the psychological warfare 
and make it worry, fear and weaken much more.
We have to expose more of their vulnerabilities 
in their security. And when they spend millions 
of dollars to tackle a vulnerability we should be 
ready to open a new - by the strength of Al-
lah. Thus we can make their economy bleed and 
wage a psychological warfare by breaching vul-
nerabilities in their security.

Despite of that, we expect that there will be 
no effective solution to the security gaps that 
may be caused by these types of operations that  
target the train system. So my brother, be the 
one to perform this operation -do not hesitate 
- and always put your trust towards Allah alone 
and then advance towards your goal.
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traiN derail
tHe aQ-cHef

Top: illustration of Wheel on rail  
cross-section.
Left: picture of train wheel on rail.

Understanding tHe strUctUre

In this edition we will - by the will of Allah - present a 
simple method for targeting trains. It involves derail-
ing a train from the railroad by placing an object on the 
tracks. And its purpose will be changing the direction 

of the wheels and thus derailing the railroad car from the 
tracks.

Wheel

rail

iNduStrial traiN derail tOOl

track management staff placing a derail on railway 
track.

illustration of a derail on a track, 
this will derail the train to the right 
side of the track.

This tool is used by the track management staff when; the breaks on the 
train fail and when the continuation of the train’s journey on the railroad 
will result in an accident. Thus the track management intervene and prefer 
to derail the train so as to minimize the amount of damage. 
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example

An illustration of a situation 
when a derail tool is used to 
derail a cargo train which is on 
a head-on collision with a 
passenger train. Thus  
preventing greater damage.

leFt: the mold made out of cardboard, we 
will use this in making a cast (using plastic 
form) and the real derail tool (made using 
reinforced concrete).

tOp: the cardboard pieces for making the 
mold.

derail tool

cargo
train

passenger train

cargo
train

deSiGN cONcept FOr tHe
HOMeMade derail tOOl
The derail tool used by track management staff is designed using solid metal. As for us we will be 
using a simple method with readily available materials to design this tool. But before designing 
the actual tool we will cast a dummy model using Styrofoam so as to simplify understanding the 
concept for the reader. 

Below is a mold of the derail tool made using cardboard, we will then spray Styrofoam inside the 
mold so as to form a cast for the derail tool. This will allow us to explain the concept with ease.

Using the same method of 
casting (shown above us-
ing Styrofoam) and with the 
same measurements, we will 
be making a derail tool using 
iron reinforced concrete. The 
reinforced concrete will be our 
primary material in designing 
the derail tool. 

The picture on the right shows 
us the end result of our simple 
homemade derail tool.                       

end result

applying the Styrofoam in the 
mold as shown above.

after it dries we remove it from 
the mold, and thus revealing a 
plastic model for our derail tool

Our model derail tool (in 
plastic foam) placed over a rail 
model.

this model of the derail 
tool can be used to confirm 

the measurements by placing 
it on the rail where the  
operation is to be made. this 
will confirm if the  
measurements are correct or 
not. after the confirmation, 
one can go on to make the 
actual derail tool.

Filling the mold with the Styro-
foam.

let it dry for some time.
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deSiGNiNG tHe

the designing of the homemade derail tool 
will be in six stages. these stages will not 
take long to accomplish if one understands 
the idea well and has the required materials 
needed to design it. We will keep away from 
using any electronic tools or tools that are 
specially used in construction, this is so as 
to remove any traces for suspicion. 

We will begin by designing the base of the mold using the following 
measurements.

We draw the measurements 
on a cardboard.deraiL tooL

1
a

b

deSiGNiNG tHe MOld

20 cm

5 cm

250

20 cm

the Measurements above will be used in making the base of the mold for 
the derail tool.

We cut the cardboard based 
on the measurements we drew 
above.

c

width

We then cut more cardboards 
based upon the measurements 
of the width and height of the 
rail. While the length remains 
the same i.e. 20 cm.

d

Join the pieces properly using 
tape and make sure that it is 
firm as shown in the picture 
right.

e

height

12cm

7cm

the size of the rail differs from one place to 
another. For example, the width of the rail in 
New York is 6cm. therefore one should confirm 
and measure the size of the rail before beginning 
designing the derail tool.

nb
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20 cm

7 cm

5 cm

250

top right: illustration of top view of the base 
of the mold. 

Bottom right: illustration of front 
cross-section of the mold after joining the 
three pieces together.

top: illustration of front crossection after 
extension.

5 cm

7 cm

12 cm

We join the pieces of the base ( c & d) 

together with the piece created in e (for the 
rail), we join them together using tape and 
make sure that the joint is firm, as shown in 
the picture below.

f

We then add the remaining cardboard pieces of the base until we form the shape as shown below. 
i.e. enclosing the base using cardboards, as shown, and letting it extend 5cm more from the original 
height of 12 cm.

g

12cm

5cm

5cm

20cm

7cm

5cm

17cm
17 cm

12 cm

5 cm

7 cm

5 cm extension

We will be using 6mm rebars.

We will be using a plastic container, as 
shown above.

We cut the top part of the container.

How to cut the rebars using a handsaw.

construction wokers use special tools to cut metal. We will be using a handsaw, and the 
reason for this is that it is easily available and can be acquired without raising any suspicion.

2 prepariNG tHe reBar (reiNFOrceMeNt 
Steel Bar)

as we will be using steel-reinforced concrete, therefore the preparation of the rebar will be in two 
main stages:

a stage 1

i cUtting tHe steeL

Bending steel in the construction industry is performed using specialized tools. We on the 
other hand will design our own simple tool that will be used to bend the steel and not raise 
any suspicion.

ii bending tHe reinforcement steeL

preparing the rebar, based upon the shape and measure-
ments of the mold. Here we will need two skills:

designing the bending tool.

1 - 2 -
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We will need to cut pieces of 1/2 inch pipes as 
shown above.

We place two pipes at the center of the 
container, the pipes should slightly extend 
above the container as shown above.

We insert concrete cement until the pipes are 
firmly attached.

place the 6mm rebar at the middle of the two 
pipes and adjust it accordingly so as to fit 
properly.

We then leave the cement to completely dry 
as shown above.

We insert a 1 meter pipe at the bottom of the 
plastic container as shown above.

3 -

5 -

7 - 8 -

6 -

4 -

place the rebar that needs to be bent at the middle of the two pipes.

We insert the rebar 
inside the 1/2 inch 
pipe until half length 
as shown in the 
picture left. then we 
begin by bending the 
rebar with one hand 
while the other hand 
pushes the lower 
pipe to the opposite 
direction.

Or you can hold 
firm the lower pipe 
by placing concrete 
blocks on each end 
of the pipe. or by 
burying it in the 
ground so as to stay 
firm.

9 -

10 -

11 -

Qā'idatul Jihād in the Arabian Peninsula  | 7978 |  INSPIRE #17  |  Al-Malahem Media  |  2017



Qā'idatul Jihād in the Arabian Peninsula  | 8180 |  INSPIRE #17  |  Al-Malahem Media  |  2017

b stage 2 preparing the measurements of the rebar and their shape in 
the mold.

shape - 1

shape - 2

shape  - 3

We will need a flexible iron wire as shown 
above.

1 -

3 - We remove the wires and use 
them as measurement and for 
shaping the 6mm rebar.

2 - We then mold the flexible iron to form a 
desired shape for the mold. as shown below.

4 - using the measure-
ments and shape 
of the flexible wires 
together with the skills 
for cutting and 
bending the 6mm 
rebar, we shape it as 
shown in the images 
left.

5 - We then insert the shaped rebar inside the 
cast as shown above.

6 - We then join the 6mm rebar
using the flexible iron.

7 - this is how the final output will look like after 
placing the rebars in the mold.

8 - We cover the mold using cardboards base 
upon the shape of the rebarsr, as shown above.

shape - 1

shape - 2

shape  - 3
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3 ScreWS FOr HOldiNG FirM tHe 
derail tOOl

4 prepariNG tHe Mixture FOr tHe 
reiNFOrced cONcrete

We use a type of screw that is strong, as the one 
shown above.

we insert 4 screws, two on each side of the  
cardboard mold as shown above.

the concrete mixture will be composed of cement, 
gravel, sand and water.

1 - usually reinforced concrete mixture ratios vary based upon what it is used for. in our case we will be 
using the following mixture ratio.

water

1.5 1.5 2.25 3.5

+ + +cement sand gravel

We will be using this container in measuring the 
mixture ratios.

casting tHe concrete into tHe moLd:

2 - place the mold in a wide container as shown 
above.

3 - We surround the mold with sand so as to 
strengthen it when pouring concrete inside.

4 - We mix the four ingredients in a separate 
container.

7 - We remove some of the concrete so as to 
achieve the required shape (view below for 
more details on the shape)

5 - We then pour the mixture inside the mold as 
shown above.

6 - after 30 minutes the concrete begins to 
solidify, at this stage we can cut and shape it 
accordingly.

note: Whenever you pour concrete inside the mold, you should press it inside and shake the 
container well so that it can reach the bottom without leaving any gaps. 
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3d illustration of the section to 
be curved out.

8 - We let it dry for 2 days, after that we remove 
the cardboard mold.

after the concrete solidifies and 
dries completely, spray it with 
water on a daily bases away from 
direct sunlight for a period of one 
month. this is so as to allow it to 
solidify and strengthen even 
more.

note:

450

1 - We will be using a 30 cm by 5cm relatively 
hard sheet metal. Make sure that it can be 
easily folded by hand.  

3 - We then fold the marked areas as shown 
above, using a concrete block.

5 - We pierce the sheet metal in the areas 
where the screws for holding the derail are 
placed. and we do this by using ordinary 
nails and piercing them through the sheet 
metal.

4 - this is the shape of the sheet metal after being 
fold.

6 - You can use a drill to ease this process.

2 - We place the derail tool on top of the sheet 
metal so as to mark the areas to fold.

5 prepariNG SHeet Metal FOr 
HOldiNG FirM tHe derail tOOl ON tHe rail.
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this part of the derail allows the 

protruding inner wheel of the 
train to ascend with ease.

this 450 inclination is to allow the wheel to easily 
ascend the derail tool as it comes into contact with it.
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7 - We insert the sheet metal underneath the 
rail then insert the screws through the holes  
we made.

1 - Here we use a thin, light and flexible sheet 
metal.

2 - We begin by covering the derail tool with the 
sheet metal from the top, as shown in the figure 
above.

these are not primary steps in making the derail tool, but they make it better and improve on it. 

they are mainly two steps:

importance of covering the derail tool with sheet metal from the outside is to increase the structural 
strength of the derail tool, and another importance is to help to increase the skidding of the train wheel 
away from the rail.

How to HoLd firm tHe deraiL tooL on tHe raiL Using 
tHe sHeet metaL.

8 - We then fasten the nut in the bolt.

if the Sheet metal seems to be weak and you fear that it might tear up due to the force of the 
train, then you might add more sheet metal on top of it.

note:

6 SuppleMeNt prOcedureS

a covering tHe deraiL tooL witH sHeet metaL.

1- We will be using the inner 
tube rubber of a tire.

2- We apply epoxy adhesive on 
one side of the rubber.

3- We finally fit the rubber 
to the derail tool as shown 
above.

importance of the rubber is to make the derail tool stay firm as it comes into contact with the train and 
another reason is to fill any gaps that might exist between the derail tool and the rail, thus helping it to be 
firmly fixed.

3 - We use shears to cut extra sheet metal, as 
shown above.

4 - We then apply epoxy adhesive at the inner side 
of the sheet metal.

5 - We apply tape on the sheet metal so as to 
allow it to hold firm. after it has dried we 
remove the tape.

b Lining tHe deraiL tooL witH rUbber.
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Finally the derail tool placed on a rail (in our case a model of a real sized rail).

Field tactics
Derail Tool

Trains differ from one another and are mainly categorized based on their speed. High-Speed 
trains are mainly found in developed countries while normal speed trains are commonly 
found in most countries. Many developed countries have dedicated railway lines for the 

high-speed trains, which have some adjustments in their design. However, many high-speed trains 
in some developed countries use the same railway lines as normal trains. And so, it is possible to 
use the same derail tool in derailing any of the two types of trains. Among the high-speed trains in 
America is Acela, in Britain it is the Class 395 ‘Javelin’ and in France the TGV

Whenever the speed of the train increases, the probability of it being involved in an accident by 
derailing from the tracks is much higher. And amongst the important things one should note is that 
mere derailing of a train from the tracks does not cause a devastating accident by itself. In reality 
most of the accidents that involve trains derailing from the tracks do not cause extensive damage 
in loss of life or property. 2010 records show that there were around 500 derails in America. The 
damage cost was little compared to other accidents of the same year. The main reason being that 
most of the derails were caused by railroad management or the train driver himself. Despite of 
this, we do not belittle the damage that can be caused as a result of derails. This is because there 

Summary

fINaL rESuLT

1 2 3 4 5 6
creatiNG tHe 

MOld
prepariNG tHe 

reiNFOrceMeNt 
Steel (reBar)

2 SkillS required

prepariNG tHe 
StreNGtHeNiNG 

ScreWS

prepariNG tHe 
Mixture FOr tHe 

reiNFOrced 
cONcerete

prepariNG SHeet 
Metal FOr 

HOldiNG FirM 
tHe derail tOOl 

ON tHe rail.

SuppleMeNt 
prOcedureS

- deSiGNiNG tHe derail tOOl -

1 - cuttiNG tHe Steel

1  / cOveriNG tHe 
derail tOOl WitH 
SHeet Metal.

2  / liNiNG tHe derail 
tOOl WitH ruBBer.

2 - BeNdiNG tHe Steel
External Operations Reconnaissance Team
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are situations when the damage caused by derailing to be much higher than other accidents. Just to 
give an impression of the damage that can be caused by derail accidents; between 1995 and 2015 the 
average damage caused by train accidents amounted to 5.6 billion dollars. 4 billion dollars of that 
was caused by train derail accidents.

conditions tHat Lead to execUting a sUccessfUL deraiL oPeration:

. 1 HigH sPeed
This is the most suited condition for a successful train derail operation. When a train reaches 
high speed then it has to be reduced to around 100 km/h. This is because a train at a very 
high speed is hard to control or manage using brakes. For example America's high-speed train 
'Acela' requires a whole mile so that it can come to a halt, this is because of the train's very high 
speed. Another reason is that the train losses weight and stability when it is at high speeds. 
 
Therefore a Mujahid must be aware of areas where the train increases its speed and places 
where the train moves at a high speed. Generally trains try to reach high speeds when they 
travel, but there are situations where they are forced to reduce speed, these include:

 ▶ On a bend and specifically a sharp corner.
 ▶ When the train reaches residential or large populated areas.
 ▶ So as to allow another train to pass by (in level crossings or intersections).
 ▶ When changing lanes or in intersections.

. 2 overcoming tHe secUrity measUres
It is practically impossible to secure the entire railroad in America. With this in mind, the  
railroad management staff still have some security measures placed so as to protect it. For 
example, they regularly deploy a rail inspection car on the railroad so as to inspect the rails. 
Therefore, for the Lone Mujahid to overcome this security measure, it will be appropriate for 
him to place the derail tool on the rails approximately 10 minutes before the train passes by. 
And it will therefore be important for the Mujahid to be well aware of the timing and schedule 
of the train, with great details. He must know the details of the schedule and route the targeted 
train will take. Such information is widely and publicly available for all.

. 3 aftermatH of a deraiL
There are two primary situations, if present, can cause devastating damage when the train  
derails from the tracks.

If the derail tool were to be placed besides a huge structure (building, bridge etc), then this 
might make the train collide with the structure after derailing. The damage could be devastating,  
especially when the train is moving at a very high speed.

 ▶ If this train were to collide with the 
mountain, this will attain the desired 
result. 

 ▶ An example of an area where a train can 
fall from a very high place

 ▶ An example of a train on a slightly  
elevated area.

 ▶ This accident occurred when the train derailed and collided with bridge structure.

 ▶ If the train were to derail to the left, 
then it will collide with the bridge.

Damage caused from this type of derail will 
be due to the train cars as they fall to the 
ground from such a distance.

1 / tHe first one is coLLision 

2 / deraiLing from HigH groUnd.

a -  coLLision witH natUraL bodies, 
sUcH as moUntains.

a -  faLLing off from very HigH PLaces

b -  coLLision witH man-made strUctUres, 
sUcH as bUiLdings, bridges and tUnneLs.

b -  faLLing from a sLigHtLy eLevated PLace.
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Easy to design.

The operation is not a martyrdom op. thus it can be repeated.

Easy to hide your tracks from forensics after the operation.

Causes great impact on the economy.

The enemy is confused and disoriented with this new kind of attack

The security agencies will be puzzled and confused to finding a solution 
for this problem.

 ▶ This train overturned when it derailed from a slightly elevated area.

It is a derail operation where there is destruction to the train and the surrounding where the train 
derailed. Such an operation can be realized in the following situations: 

1. Derailment in high populated areas.
2. Derailing a train carrying hazardous materials in a populated area.

The second type, derailment of trains with hazardous materials (HAzMAT), is an issue that makes 
the different security agencies sleepless. The transportation committee in America drafted a  
report after the events of 9/11 , in which they mentioned the reality of this breach and how difficult 
it is to control. They declared that 83 million tons of hazardous materials is annually transported 
by trains in America. And that these trains pass through major U.S. cities and thousands of small 
towns which are located across the railroad tracks.

Information concerning the transportation of these hazardous materials can always be found on the 
public domain; or by observing and surveilling the movements of these Hazmat trains.

Next we will be talking about the movement of passenger trains across different regions in the U.S.

dUaL oPeration from a singLe deraiL
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paSSenger Train rOuTeS in aMerica
from new york to caLifornia.

New York -> Chicago -> Seattle -> Los Angeles, a very 
long journey which covers 5,731 km. and lasts for 5 
days. It moves from the Eastern Atlantic coastline via the 
Rocky Mount to Seattle on the far North West and then 
descends down to Los Angeles. Throughout its journey, 
the train passes by mountains, plains, riverbanks and 
lakes. A sight seeing journey for most of the passengers. 

Every train has a unique name. For example, the route 
from New York to Chicago is by the train named, LAKE 
SHORE LIMITED. Then one boards another train to Se-
attle named EMPIRE BUILER. And the journey to Los An-
geles is completed by the train COAST STARLIGHT.   

Here are some of tHe main train roUtes 
in tHe Us: 

 ▶ tHe aceLa exPress is a passenger train between 
Washington D.C., and Boston via 14 intermediate stops in-
cluding Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City. Acela 
Express trains are the fastest trainsets in the Americas; the 
highest speed they attain is 150 mph (240 km/h).

 ▶ tHe amtrak cascades is a passenger train that 
runs 156 miles (251 km) from Vancouver, British Columbia 
south to Seattle, Washington, continuing 310 miles (500 km) 
south via Portland, Oregon to Eugene, Oregon. Two daily 
trains travel to and from Vancouver, with Seattle or Portland 

as its starting or ending point. 

 ▶ tHe cardinaL is a long distance passenger train,  
only three times per week. It departs from New York Penn 
Station on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays to reach Chi-
cago Union Station via Philadelphia; Washington, D.C.; Char-
lottesville, Virginia; Charleston, West Virginia; Cincinnati; and 
Indianapolis. Trains leave Chicago on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays. The length of the route is 26½ hours.

 ▶ tHe caroLinian is a daily passenger train that runs 
between Charlotte, North Carolina and New York City. The 
train operates over the Northeast Corridor between New 
York and Washington, D.C. Intermediate stops in North Caro-
lina include Rocky Mount, Wilson, Selma, Raleigh, Cary, Dur-
ham, Burlington, Greensboro, High Point, Salisbury, and Kan-
napolis.

 ▶ tHe city of new orLeans is a nightly passenger 
train between Chicago, Illinois and New Orleans, Louisiana. 
The train currently operates on a 19½-hour schedule. 

 ▶ tHe coast starLigHt is a passenger train oper-
ated on the West Coast of the United States. It runs from 
King Street Station in Seattle, Washington, to Union Station 
in Los Angeles, California. Major stops include Portland and 
Eugene, Oregon; and Sacramento, Emeryville (for San Fran-
cisco), Oakland, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, and Santa Barbara, 
California. The journey takes 35 hours and there is one daily.

 ▶ tHe crescent is a passenger train that operates daily 
between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and New Or-

leans Union Passenger Terminal in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
The Crescent passes through more states (including the Dis-
trict of Columbia). 

 ▶ tHe emPire bUiLder is a passenger train carrying 
more than 500,000 passengers a year. Runs from Chicago, 
Illinois, to the Pacific Northwest. The line splits in Spokane, 
Washington, terminating at Seattle, Washington's King Street 
Station in the north and Portland, Oregon's Union Station in 
the south. The train passes through Illinois, Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Or-
egon.. 

 ▶ tHe Pacific sUrfLiner is a passenger train serv-
ing the communities on the coast of Southern California be-
tween San Diego and San Luis Obispo through Los Angeles 

 ▶ tHe PaLmetto is a passenger train service operat-
ed from New York City south to Savannah, Georgia via the 
Northeast Corridor to Washington, DC, then via Richmond, 
Virginia, Fayetteville, North Carolina and Charleston, South 
Carolina. One journey a week.

 ▶ tHe siLver meteor is a passenger train operated 
between New York City and Miami, Florida through Charles-
ton and Orlando. One journey a week.

 ▶ tHe siLver star is passenger train, running from 
New York City south to Miami, Florida via the Northeast Corri-
dor to Washington, DC, then via: Richmond, Virginia; Raleigh, 
North Carolina; Columbia, South Carolina; Savannah, Geor-

gia; Jacksonville, Florida; Orlando, Florida; and Tampa. One 
journey a week.

 ▶ tHe soUtHwest cHief is passenger train. It runs 
from Chicago, Illinois, to Los Angeles, California, passing 
through Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexi-
co, Arizona, and California. One journey a week.

 ▶ tHe sUnset Limited is a passenger train between 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and Los Angeles, California through 
San Antonio, Texas. There are three journeys a week.

 ▶ tHe texas eagLe is passenger train run daily be-
tween Chicago, Illinois, and San Antonio, Texas, and continue 
to Los Angeles, California, total, three days a week.    
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#MAP: US RAILROAD LINES BY OWNERSHIP

 ▶ Source: The National transportation Atlas Database 2014, 
Beureau of transportation statistics. US department of transportation.


